
 
 

West Coast Collaborative 
Locomotive and Rail Workgroup 

May 11, 2005 Teleconference Meeting Summary 
 
General Update on the Collaborative 
 
Debrief on March Full-Collaborative, Public Workshop – The Workshop was structured around 
identifying areas of interest for each of the 5 Sector Workgroups and orienting those interests 
toward resources that are available or will be available.  There were almost 200 people in 
attendance and co-sponsoring partners contributed approximately $30,000 toward the workshop 
to support non-profit scholarships, the dinner cruise, meals and snacks, and speakers.   
 
The purpose of the Public Workshop was to create an opportunity for face-to-face interaction 
beyond virtual conference call meetings and to push projects forward.  It also gave Collaborative 
members an opportunity to learn more about a variety of federal funding opportunities and to 
meet DC-based federal agency staff and managers involved in these programs.  EPA received 
some feedback that while the funding information was well appreciated, the Sector Workgroups 
would have liked more time for Sector-specific meetings.  There was also some feedback that 
more of an effort needs to be placed on recruiting and including non-profit, community-based and 
user stakeholders in the Collaborative.  
 
Website revisions and progress – All presentations and materials from the Workshop are posted 
on the Collaborative website and are available for download.  EPA has also designed a 
“Resources” area on the website that has a substantial list of current grant opportunities.  This 
will be an important gateway and focus of attention in the next year to facilitate interest and 
applications to existing grant opportunities. 
 
Status of EPA RFIP – Over 50 grant applications totaling over $13.5 million in projects were 
submitted to the EPA R9 and R10 Request for Initial Proposals; EPA chose 13 finalists for $1.25 
million in grants.  Finalists have been notified and EPA is working with these finalists to 
complete their final grant applications.  EPA expects to announce and make the grants in late 
summer, with a corresponding media blitz in August.  In addition, EPA is still working to 
increase the amount of grant money available in FY05 funds, so that additional RFIP applicants 
could receive awards.  
 
Status of federal, state and local budget updates –  
EPA – The President’s FY 2006 proposed budget included $15 million for a National Clean 
Diesel Initiative.  The majority of the initial year’s funds will go to the West Coast Collaborative. 
This was EPA’s largest budget increase behind homeland security, salaries, and rent.  In addition, 
EPA’s FY06 budget includes $10 million for Clean School Bus USA and $9 million for 
Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE), a program dedicated to reducing toxics 
(often times diesel) in environmental justice communities. The House Appropriations Committee 
mark-up in May included $10 million for the National Clean Diesel Initiative, $10 million for 
Clean School Bus USA and $3 million for CARE. The appropriations process will continue 
throughout the summer and early fall. 



Collaborative activities - In the first year “start-up” phase of the organization, the Collaborative 
has developed a pattern of activity.  As the Collaborative enters its second year of existence, it is 
important to confirm the direction in which it is headed.  Building on the existing pattern, the 
following list is a suggestion of Collaborative activities that could guide the organization over the 
next year: 

 Host one-hour Sector Workgroup teleconference meetings every other month focused 
on information exchange (grants and conferences and public agency initiatives) and 
coordination of regional projects 

 Initiate one or two large-scale Public Workshops each year (alternating NW and SW) 
 Conduct ISC meetings every other month, generally preceding Sector Workgroup 

teleconference meetings 
 Conduct periodic press events to highlight successes along the West Coast and the 

need for ongoing efforts 
 Fund an annual EPA Region 9 and Region 10 RFIP for regional diesel emissions 

reductions projects 
 Possibly fund and/or advertise other federal RFIPs 
 Continue federal agency efforts to try to secure additional funds for diesel projects in 

the President’s Budget and individual agency budgets 
 Support outreach activities by non-federal government members through the ad hoc 

education resources committee  
 Continue to develop and add to the Collaborative website and develop other outreach 

materials as needed 
 Initiate multiple small scale “funding forums” for Collaborative partners to educate 

local decision makers on the impacts of diesel and how to apply for/better utilize 
existing federal resources 

 
 

Current Funding Opportunities Update 
The new Collaborative website has a significantly revised “Resources” page to provide quick 
links to current and on-going sources of funding for potential diesel emissions reductions 
projects:  http://www.westcoastcollaborative.org/resources.htm.   
 
 
CalTrain Electrification Program 
CalTrain is a commuter rail system in the San Francisco area covering a 77 mile corridor and 
serving 34 stations.  Five years ago, the board decided to upgrade to an electrified system to 
improve air quality, reduce noise, and to modernize the system.  There are additional benefits 
expected, such as increased ridership, which could reduce travel times and reduce traffic and 
parking in the city.   
 
The development of the overhead contact system has been ongoing in a number of phases.  The 
system is designed for growth and to increase train trips per day.  The plans call for substations 
along the corridor with a 2x25 system with a feeder along the tracks. This plan reduces the need 
for electrical facilities.  The timeline is planned for the system to be operational in 2014, which is 
in line with the end of the life of the existing rolling stock.   
 
In parallel, CalTrain is looking at rolling stock options - electrical vehicles or electric engines 
pulling new cars.  The current plans suggest choosing the EMU option, but no bi-level cars are 
certified, yet; this will require designing new cars for the EMU.  If there is an alternative 
technology to batteries, that can be considered in the design, too. 
 



As proposed, this is an $831 million project.  There are funding complications since the project 
competes with other transit projects around the area which generally rely on the metric of cost per 
new passenger.  Since the cost per new rider is not as favorable for the electrification project, 
CalTrain is interested in highlighting the benefit to the environment.   
 
Call participants suggested some resources that may be helpful for CalTrain: 

• UC Berkeley is looking at the economics of climate change projects. 
• EPA has a state/local climate change group that can address the air benefits. 

 
Additional information is available on the CalTrain website: 
http://www.caltrain.com/electrification.html.   
Further questions can be directed to April Chan (Director, Capital Program Support) and Rick 
Schmedes (Electrification Program Manager) at the phone numbers and e-mail addresses below. 
 
 
Update on Hydrail Technology  
Bill Thunberg, Mooresville/South Iredell Chamber of Commerce in North Carolina, provided an 
update on the state of hydrogen technology for rail applications.  The first hydrail conference was 
a success in starting the conversation and potentially advancing the issue.  The technology is still 
in its infancy with a couple demonstration applications worldwide.  For instance, the technology 
is currently in a demonstration phase for a mine locomotive in Canada that works on hydrogen 
fuel cell locomotion.  There is another project for the U.S. Army and one at the Japanese Railway 
Institute for commuter rail research; Japan is getting ready to roll-out a prototype on a ½ mile 
track.  Many questions and concerns remain, such as CO2 emissions from hydrogen production 
and FRA approval of hydrogen units.  For more information contact Bill at the e-mail address 
below. 
 
 
Conclusion 
The next Locomotive and Rail workgroup meeting will be in mid-July 2005. 
 
 
Attendees: 
 

Contact Information 
Name Organization E-mail Phone 

Antonio 
Santos 

Manufacturers of 
Emission Controls 
Association 

asantos@meca.org (202) 296-4797 

April Chan CalTrain chana@samtrans.com 650-508-6228 
Bill Thunberg Mooresville/South 

Iredell Chamber of 
Commerce 

BillThunberg@aol.com  

Brewster 
Boyd 

Ross & Associates brewster.boyd@ross-assoc.com 206-447-1805 

Carol Wolfe CalTrain  650.508.6200 
Dana Warn US EPA Region 10 Warn.dana@epa.gov 206-553-6390 
Drew 
(Andrew) C. 

Atlantic Systems Inc acr@transmatch.com 
 

917 751-1003 



Contact Information 
Name Organization E-mail Phone 

Robertson 
Erica Graetz The Climate Trust egraetz@climatetrust.org 503-238-1915 
Erik 
Neandross 

Gladstein, Neandross 
and Associates, LLC 

Erik@gladstein.org 310-314-1934 ext 2 

Erik White CARB ewhite@arb.ca.gov (916) 324-8029 
Frank Van 
Haren 

Washington State 
Department of Ecology

fvan461@ecy.wa.gov 360-407-6870 

Freya Arick Sacramento 
Metropolitan Air Quality 
Management District 

FARICK@airquality.org 916-874-4891 

Harold 
Holmes 

CARB hholmes@arb.ca.gov (916) 327-5607 

Jessica 
Montañez 

On rotation to: NC 
Department of 
Environment and 
Natural Resources 

montanez.jessica@epa.gov 919-715-6325 

Joe Lapka U.S. EPA, Region 9 lapka.joseph@epamail.epa.gov 415-9474226 
Karen 
Dzienkowski 

Railpower 
Technologies 

kdzienkowski@railpower.com 415-531-7310 

Kathy Diehl US EPA, Region 9 diehl.kathy@epa.gov 415-972-3996 
Lanny Schmid Union Pacific Railroad laschmid@up.com 402-544-2262; 402-306-

7986 (cell) 
Larry 
Sherwood 

Sacramento 
Metropolitan Air Quality 
Management District 

lsherwood@airquality.org 916-874-4880 

Linda Gaines U.S. Department of 
Energy, Argonne 
National Laboratory 

lgaines@anl.gov   

Matthew 
Mahler 

NC Department of 
Environment and 
Natural Resources 

matthew.mahler@ncmail.net  

Michael Block NESCAUM mblock@nescaum.org 617-742-9162 
Michelle Roos US EPA, Region 9 Roos.michelle@epa.gov 415-947-4184 
Mike 
Bogdanoff 

South Coast AQMD 909-396-3254 mbogdanoff@aqmd.gov 

Mike 
Mamokos 

The ADEPT Group, 
Inc. 

adept@adeptgroup.net  

Mike 
Neuenburg 

Sacramento 
Metropolitan Air Quality 
Management District 

mneuenburg@airquality.org 916-874-1676 

Mike Stanfill Burlington Northern 
and Santa Fe Railway 
Company 

Michael.Stanfill@bnsf.com 785-435-2269 

Nicholas 
Vincent 

Railway Association of 
Canada 

nicholasv@railcan.ca 613-567-8591 

Penny U.S. EPA, Region 9 mcdaniel.penelope@epa.gov  



Contact Information 
Name Organization E-mail Phone 

McDaniel 
Rick 
Schmedes 

CalTrain schmedesr@samtrans.com  

Ron Dunfee Lubrizol Engine Control 
Systems 

rod@lubrizol.com 440-347-6116 

Shelina Sidi Greater Vancouver 
Regional District 

Shelina.Sidi@gvrd.bc.ca 604-436-6750 

Steve Fritz Southwest Research 
Institute 

sfritz@swri.org 210-522-3645 

Steven 
Mrazek 

Port of Portland mrazes@portptld.com (503) 460-4545 

Timothy 
Taylor 

Cleaire timothy.w.taylor@cleaire.com 916-296-7049 

Tom Christofk Placer County Air 
Pollution Control 
District 

tchristo@placer.ca.gov 530-889-7130 ext. 3 

Wayne Elson U.S. EPA, Region 10 elson.wayne@epamail.epa.gov 206-553-1463 
 


